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Our Mission  To  Entertain, Educate, Engage and Employ, through   

              broadcasting, live performances and related activities. 

 

 
Our Vision   To be a major force in the cultural life of our community 

 
 

SECTION 1   -   Overview of MBSQ 
 
About Us 
4MBS Classic FM is a multi-award winning classical music station, broadcasting since 1979. In 2007 
we established Silver Memories, our nostalgia radio service for the aged and in 2014, we started our 
digital channel, MBS Light, broadcasting the light popular classics and jazz. We also produce two 
major arts festivals and a range of services for the arts. 
 
Our People 
Our organisation is operated by a small number of staff and around 350 volunteers including a 
board of ten directors. 
 
Our Supporters 
Our organisation is supported by subscribers, donors, sponsors, philanthropic individuals and 
organisations. We receive support from local, state and federal government departments for a 
range of projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chair of the Board, Matthew Farrell, with Dame Quentin Bryce in the 4MBS Performance Studio 
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COVID-19 pandemic 
Last year I wrote about change and consolidation. None of us could have anticipated the events that brought 
the COVID-19 global pandemic to our shores and its impact on all operations of MBSQ, our subscribers, 
listeners, supporters and community. Thankfully Queensland has thus far been spared the terrible effects of 
the pandemic that have been experienced elsewhere throughout the world, and we are lucky to have so far 
escaped the second wave that has afflicted Victoria. However the effects on our community and economy 
have been substantial and in particular the outcomes for live music and the performing arts have been dire 
throughout the country. As a result the impact on MBSQ has been very serious and this situation is predicted 
to continue for at least another year. 
As soon as the news on the pandemic broke the MBSQ team moved very quickly to implement a COVID Safe 
plan in accordance with government advice. Employees and volunteers were able to work from home where 
possible, Zoom meetings became the new normal and practical and workable COVID Safe procedures where 
quickly implemented within the Coorparoo building. This achieved the twin goals of ensuring the safety of all 
MBSQ volunteers and staff while ensuring our broadcast stations and Silver Memories have remained on-air 
with as close to normal service as possible. I commend the administration team in Coorparoo and all 
volunteers for their part in this, and I particularly thank Gary Thorpe for his exemplary leadership throughout 
this ongoing period of uncertainty. MBSQ applied for and received Job Keeper grants and also applied for and 
gratefully accepted grant assistance from the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. 
The effects of the pandemic have been very clearly felt in our performances and festivals. Last year I 
reported how MBSQ “delivered our audiences landmark live music and theatre events”, and this continued in 
late 2019 with the exceptional success of the Brisbane Shakespeare Festival featuring brilliant performances 
of Hamlet presented in three venues including Roma Street Parklands in the heart of the city. By contrast, 
with COVID lockdown the 2020 live presentation of the 4MBS Festival of Classics sadly could not proceed. 
With all public performances cancelled throughout the country, 4MBS instead presented a Virtual Festival of 
Classics, broadcasting the planned programs at the appropriate times using recordings of local performances, 
with the web-stream available world-wide. The level of support for the Virtual Festival within the Brisbane 
music community was very heartening and the initiative also attracted attention of the local media. 

 4MBS Live Broadcast set-up  4MBS Performance Studio Alex Raineri   
LIVE STREAMING 4MBS Virtual Festival of Classics 

4MBS VIRTUAL FESTIVAL OF CLASSICS 2020 



Financial position 
I am very pleased to report that despite the dire financial circumstances currently being felt throughout the 
nation and the world, MBSQ Ltd has achieved a year end result of $268,940 for the 2020 financial year. 
We have been able to achieve this partly through prudent management of our resources and activities, 
growth of Silver Memories, and partly through the generosity of our supporters and donors. In particular we 
received advance payments of $305,000, which is a portion of a generous bequest left to us by a long-time 
supporter, who sadly passed away in 2019. We have been informed by the solicitors for the Estate that 
MBSQ is one of four beneficiaries of the Estate which includes a number of properties in Queensland and 
New South Wales and a share portfolio. The solicitors are in the process of selling the properties and shares 
in order to divide the total between the four beneficiaries and make final payments of the bequest. They 
have notified us of their intention to finalise the remaining portions of the Estate by the end of 2020 and 
then continue the distribution of the bequest. 

MBSQ has also progressed the sale of our property at 380 Old Cleveland Road, and restructured our finances 
with the aim of reducing our debt and increasing our access to cash, allowing us more flexibility and 
opportunity to maximise our Silver Memories business. The subdivision of the property at 380 Old Cleveland 
Road was initiated promptly as planned but the process has taken far longer than originally anticipated. At 
time of writing we have been informed that settlement will be able to be concluded within a short time. As 
previously reported the original intention was to sell each subdivided lot separately. In response to changing 
circumstances and following negotiation with the contracted parties the Board has now determined that the 
rear portion of the block will be retained as an asset for MBSQ. This will have the added benefit of providing 
continued use of the rear block as additional car parking space for volunteers and patrons. 

Silver Memories 
Very sadly our Patron of Silver Memories Dame Vera Lynn, passed away in June at the age of 103. I would like 
to pay tribute to this remarkable artist of the international stage who brought so much joy throughout the 
world and to our listeners, particularly through Silver Memories. Following this sad loss we were very pleased 
that Dame Quentin Bryce, AD, CVO was very happy to become our newest Patron of Silver Memories. Dame 
Quentin was the 24th Governor of Queensland and 25th Governor General of Australia and we are honoured 
to have her patronage, support and interest. 

Silver Memories has continued to grow, with subscription income increasing 229% over 2019. This has been 
achieved despite financial difficulty and uncertainty being experienced in the aged care sector including the 
very direct impact of the pandemic, the ongoing Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety, and 
the recently released report of the Commission: Aged care and COVID-19: a special report. I thank the Silver 
Memories team for their tireless work over this period; building, expanding and developing this marvellous 
service which brings so much joy and happiness to our senior citizens. The implementation of Zoho Customer 
Relationship Management software is bringing numerous advantages to the operation of this business. While 
Zoho is already well integrated into our business systems, we are working to ensure ongoing training and 
development for staff to refine its use and ensure that we are able to fully utilise its considerable capabilities. 



I would also like to thank our Treasurer, Colin Rich, who has worked tenaciously to ensure continued 
optimization and integration of Zoho in the Silver Memories and broader MBSQ business. 
The Silver Memories App, as reported last year, is now fully implemented with many thanks to Tim Fairfax AC 
for his considerable support, with available versions in both iOS for iPad and an Android version for Android 
tablets. 

Our operations 
We have again continued to produce outstanding radio programming for our three major broadcast 
audiences: 4MBS Classic FM, MBS Light Digital, and Silver Memories. Nonetheless, our financial challenges 
have increased significantly this year. While listener support and subscriber drive outcomes have been 
strong, perhaps unsurprisingly given the current environment, with the exception of increased Silver 
Memories income, overall results in our traditional earned income areas have fallen. Donation income fell by 
47.2% while subscription income fell less steeply by 16.5% and on-air sponsorship fell by 16.3%. On a brighter 
note, fundraising income increased by 84%. Given the volatile environment predicted with the pandemic 
raging worldwide it is likely that in 2021 we are facing a very difficult year financially for MBSQ. 

Acknowledgements 
I would like to acknowledge and thank Derek Dixon on his retirement from the Board at the start of this year. 
Derek has been a stalwart member of the MBSQ family for many years, making many major contributions 
working behind the scenes including his work on MBSQ’s broadcasting operations as a member of the 
Broadcast Committee of the Board. A long time Company member, Derek was a Director on the Board for 14 
years. 
I also must acknowledge all the countless hours of marvellous work put in by our vibrant and dedicated team 
of volunteers. As I have previously noted, our volunteers are the beating heart of MBSQ: it is their voices that 
our radio audiences listen to, it is they who make careful programming choices for all our broadcasting 
platforms; they are the reason one hears so many of our listeners say they prefer to listen to 4MBS, or to 
Silver Memories, or to MBS Light. Thank you to you all. 
I also must thank and acknowledge the excellence and dedication of all members of our 4MBS administration 
team and our General Manager Gary Thorpe. Further to my comments earlier in this report, I note that our 
strong outcomes this year have been due in no small part to Gary’s steady hand and direction during this 
time of uncertainty and insecurity with an ongoing pandemic and a pessimistic economic outlook. 
Lastly, I thank all my colleagues on the Board for their hard work, dedication and support; who have worked 
through many difficult issues this past year, always looking to find outcomes of greatest benefit to the MBSQ 
organisation and its people.   
I proudly present to you the 2020 Annual Report of the Music Broadcasting Society of Queensland Ltd 

Matthew Farrell 
Chairman 
Music Broadcasting Society of Queensland Ltd 



GOVERNANCE 

The Music Broadcasting Society of Qld Ltd (MBSQ) is a not-for-profit community broadcasting 
organisation established in 1979 in Brisbane. MBSQ is a company limited by guarantee. The limit of 
liability of members is $30. The Board of Directors is shown on the following pages. The Board is 
responsible for policy and financial oversight. The organisation has several committees responsible for 
designated areas of activity – Broadcast Committee, Finance Committee, Development Committee, 
Technical Committee and Silver Memories Implementation and Development Committee. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MATTHEW FARRELL 
Matthew Farrell is the Chairman of 4MBS and is Director, Community 
Engagement and Commercial Projects at the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. A 
professional musician, Matthew was cellist with the Victorian String Quartet prior 
to becoming Principal Cello with the Queensland Philharmonic Orchestra and 
after 2001 The Queensland Orchestra (now Queensland Symphony Orchestra). He 
has performed as a soloist throughout Australia and is a founding member of the 
contemporary quartet, LOCANA, releasing their debut CD in 2004. He has a long 
history of involvement with music and arts development. He was appointed to 
two State Government inquiries investigating funding and administration of 
orchestras in Queensland and overseeing the merger of the Philharmonic and 
Symphony Orchestras in 2001. He was a member of the Australian Orchestras 

Taskforce in 2003 and in 2007 and 2008 co-directed the 4MBS Festival of Classics. Matthew was 
appointed Director, Orchestra Management at the QSO in 2008. He has been Chairman of 4MBS since 
2013 having been an active member of the Board since 2006. 

COLIN RICH 
Colin is a Chartered Accountant, a Chartered Secretary and a Justice of the Peace 
(QAL). Now retired, he has had 25 years’ experience in manufacturing and ten 
years in restaurant industries as Director and management accountant. He has 
spent the last twenty years specialising in systems accounting with computers, 
focused on Enterprise resources programs.  
Colin is Board Treasurer. 

 CLIVE PORRITT 
4MBS Board Secretary 
Clive arrived in Melbourne from the UK with his family in 1959.  His first 
exposure to classical music was through his parents’ small collection of 78rpm 
records, an interest he followed at university by attending concerts there, and 
briefly trying to learn classical guitar. He trained as a lawyer and worked in 
private practice and then as a public servant for the Victorian, Queensland and 
Commonwealth governments, principally as a prosecutor.  Clive moved to 
Brisbane in 1986 and after a few years of being a 4MBS subscriber, he became a 
Life Subscriber. He volunteers as a program presenter with 4MBS, joined the 

Board in 2018, became Board Secretary in December 2018, and chairs the Broadcasts Committee. 



JOHN CAHILL 
John Cahill is a Queensland Barrister. He is a Family Dispute Resolution 
Practitioner and a National Mediator. He earned his LLB and Bachelor of 
Business at the Queensland University of Technology and his Master of Laws at 
the University of Sydney.  

DEREK DIXON  - RETIRED DECEMBER 2019  
Derek is a Life Subscriber to 4MBS in addition to being a long-standing Company 
and Board Member. He is an Economic Geologist, having worked for forty years 
in both corporate and government service as well as freelance.  He is a classical 
music enthusiast and owns a variety of small instruments, including a Chinese 
drum and a horn which plays only one note. His personal musical achievements 
are mostly confined to school days; however, he has a varied and interesting 
recorded music collection. Additionally, he is a freelance translator and 
translates German, French and Spanish into English. 

ALLISON KRUGER  
Allison has a keen appreciation of the arts, in particular music, theatre and 
dance.  Allison is a Queensland based Corporate Finance professional 
experienced in managing and optimising finance structures and businesses in 
particular with regards to capital and debt financing.  Allison's finance career has 
spanned Brisbane, Sydney and London.  Allison has a law degree 
from the Queensland University of Technology and a Masters of Commerce from 
the University of New South Wales.  Allison enjoys travelling. 

GRAHAM ROW 
Graham Row is a long-standing listener and supporter of 4MBS and particularly 
its community projects such as the ‘Gothic’ Symphony project and tours of 
Amadeus.  Now in retirement from medical practice, he realised that Silver 
Memories was much more than nostalgia radio but an extremely important, 
cost-effective weapon in the management of dementia.  He helped to facilitate 
relationships with experts in the field to assist Silver Memories to achieve its full 
therapeutic potential with the best available professional guidance. 

 WENDY TYSON 

Prior to retiring, Wendy had a long career in Australian government and 
university administration. She worked in the then central personnel agency of 
the Australian Public Service, the Public Service Board in a variety of roles, before 
moving to Griffith University in 1985 as manager of the research higher degree 
function. She has been the secretary of numerous community and professional 
organisations, including the Royal Institute of Public Administration, the Brisbane 
Cinema Group and Bulimba State School P. & C. and Tuckshop Committees. She 
was a founding Committee member of the Brisbane Branch of the National Trust. 
In recent years she had taken up the sport of archery and is a member of the 

Mount Petrie Bowmen Committee. She joined the Board of MBSQ in 1988 and was Company Secretary 
from 1992 - 2019.  She holds a BA from Queensland University.   



DR KERRY VANN 
Kerry Vann is a versatile musician who maintains a busy schedule of performing, 
teaching, examining and adjudicating. She is the principal percussionist with the 
Brisbane Philharmonic Orchestra and Corda Spiritus and also plays with the Brisbane 
Excelsior Band. She sang with Opera Queensland for 10 seasons and has sung several 
principal roles in Gilbert and Sullivan operettas. She teaches piano, percussion and 
singing and is a music examiner with ANZCA and examines throughout Australia and 
Asia. She holds ten degrees and diplomas: eight in music, one in languages (French, 
German and Japanese) and one in education. These include a Ph. D. in music from The 

University of Queensland and she is a Fellow of the Trinity College London in voice. While at university, she 
was awarded a Mitsui Educational Foundation scholarship as part of her study of Japanese and a DAAD 
scholarship to study in Wagner’s manuscripts in Germany for her Ph. D. on Lohengrin. 

ANNE WARREN 
 Anne started as a volunteer at 4MBS in 2005 after completing post graduate study 
in Arts and Cultural Management. She later become a member of staff, gaining 
experience in virtually all aspects of 4MBS, from broadcasting to events 
management, marketing and PR. Since then Anne has worked with other arts 
organisations in Brisbane as well as in communications in the public sector and as a 
freelance project manager and copywriter. Anne joined the Board of 4MBS in 2009. 
She plays cello and was a member of the Brisbane City Pops Orchestra prior to the 
arrival of her three young children. 

STAFF & KEY VOLUNTEERS 

GARY THORPE OAM is General Manager of 4MBS Classic FM, MBS Light, Silver 
Memories and Classic Arts. He is Artistic Director of the Annual 4MBS Festival of 
Classics which is the largest classical music festival in the country, Producer of 
the 4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival and Vice-President of the Havergal 
Brian Society. He was awarded an OAM in 2009 for his services to music and 
community broadcasting and in 2011 a Churchill Fellowship to study the use of 
music in management of dementia. Other commitments include being Deputy 
Chair of The Queensland Choir, Member of the Board of Broadcasting Park Pty. 
Ltd. and Chair of the Brisbane Digital Radio Company. 

Peter McCahon     Broadcasts Manager 4MBS / Silver Memories 
Maggie Findlay     Administration Manager / Festivals 
Nick Gurovic  Program Guide Editor / Concert Recording Team Co-ordinator 
Jeannette Zuniga    Accounts Administrator (P/T) from February 2019 
John Carrier  Station Caretaker & MBS Light Broadcasts Manager 
Elaine Seeto  Marketing and Events Producer (P/T) 
Wendy Lang   Graphic Design/Marketing (Casual) 
Dene Rowling     Silver Memories Sales Manager (P/T) 
Peter Rohweder  Silver Memories Training Manager (P/T) 
Mark Smith   Silver Memories Business Development Manager 
Mark Rooney   Silver Memories Sales Manager NSW (P/T) 
Geraldine George    Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Louise Strasser    MBS Shop Co-ordinator 
Martin Waterworth    Program Guide Packing & Delivery Team Co-ordinator 
The Reception Team, the Announcing Team, Subscriber Support Team, Programming Team, Slotting 
Team, Concert Recording Team and the Library Supervisors & Cataloguing Team. 



GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

The 2019-20 financial year has been one of the most challenging in the organisation’s history – coping with 
the impact of a pandemic, thankfully, is not something that happens often. 
But through it all we have kept our three stations – 4MBS Classic FM, MBS Light and Silver Memories - on the 
air,  produced a wonderful 4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival and presented a Virtual Festival of Classics 
when the 27th Annual 4MBS Festival of Classics had to be cancelled because of restrictions on public 
gatherings. 

4MBS Classic FM 
The station has clearly played an important role in providing some normality in the lives of many of our 
listeners if the many comments we’ve received are anything to go by. 
‘I wanted to let you know how much the station is truly appreciated at a time when there are no concerts to 
attend’ 
‘Thank you for helping us keep sane in these crazy times – best wishes to all staff and volunteers’ 
‘Thank you for being there – hearing your familiar voices is so comforting at this time’ 

4MBS Virtual Festival of Classics 
The fact that 4MBS Classic FM was able to replicate on air  about half of the concerts planned for the 
cancelled Festival using our previously recorded performances by Queensland artists is a tribute to the work 
of our Concert Recording Team over many years. My thanks to Jenny Dawson for compiling the on-air 
Festival. 4MBS’s concert recordings are a major resource and form one of the largest repositories of 
Queensland classical performances. 
Response to the Virtual Festival of Classics was very gratifying – 
‘Loving the opening concert of the Virtual Festival of Classics – the Mozart Requiem was very touching’ 
‘Thank you for the Virtual Festival of Classics – I’ve highlighted them all in the Program Guide so that I don’t 
miss any. You are giving us all joy’ 
We also presented a virtual Stradbroke Chamber Music Festival which the organisers called Not the 
Stradbroke Chamber Music Festival. The comments from listeners were so appreciative. 

4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival 2019 
We were thrilled to present one of the greatest of Shakespeare’s plays – Hamlet – in the 2019 4MBS 
Brisbane Shakespeare Festival. For the first time we took the Festival to the Roma Street Parklands 
Amphitheatre. A capacity crowd were mesmerised by this powerful production directed by the Festival’s 
Artistic Director Tama Matheson who also played the lead and the brilliant cast included Eugene Gilfedder as 
King Claudius. Tama’s show about Tchaikovsky has just been nominated for a Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Society Award along with BBC Radio 3 and Stephen Hough. We are so fortunate to have such talent 
associated with the station’s activities. 

HAMLET at the Gasworks   2019



What the Hamlet audience said – 
‘Magnificent gift to the Brisbane community to have such quality theatre in public places’ 
‘Wow that was AWESOME, thank you, so, so good!’ 
‘Thanks for providing such a wonderful free event. We keenly await the next.’ 
‘Fantastic performance of Hamlet in Roma St Parklands, enjoyed with my teenage son.’ 

MBS Light 
Our digital service has continued to build a dedicated following for its mix of light popular classics, show 
tunes, swing and jazz. MBS Light was a Finalist in the 2019 CBAA Awards in the Excellence in Outside 
Broadcast category for our live broadcast for World Jazz Day from the Brisbane Jazz Club. It was a great team 
effort overseen by MBS Light Broadcasts Manager John Carrier and it was obvious that all involved worked 
very hard to make it all run very smoothly.  

Silver Memories 
With a Royal Commission into aged care and a pandemic that resulted in extended periods of lockdown of 
aged care homes across Australia it has been an interesting and challenging year for Silver Memories. 
This year we launched the Silver Memories APP for iPads and Android devices to address the home care 
market. I’d like to acknowledge the financial support of Tim Fairfax who funded the development of the 
app. We are looking at how the app can complement the satellite service to aged care homes as well as 
being able to provide Silver Memories into people’s own homes.  
This is a venture that takes us into new territory and is part of the continuous innovation that we have 
applied to the development of Silver Memories. 

The ANDREWS SISTERS TRUBUTE BAND – concert to launch the Silver Memories App 

LIVE STREAMING the Jeff Usher Concert from the 4MBS Performance 
Studio



With a grant from Arts Queensland and the Tim Fairfax Family Foundation we were able to appoint a part 
time sales representative in Sydney. After a slow start caused by the uncertainty of the pandemic we are now 
starting to see results. 

Renovations 
With funding support from the Brisbane City Council 
and a Griffith Stronger Communities grant we have 
been upgrading the station’s premises. The funding 
enabled us to re-carpet the Performance Studio and 
fit blackout curtains, re-carpet the downstairs areas 
including the studios, create an enclosed air-
conditioned foyer for the Performance Studio with a 
new kitchen and build a covered walkway to enable 
all weather access to the rear toilet facilities. We 
have also completed the Silver Memories Training 
Room upstairs. 

Fundraising 
A sign of the value of our service is the response to our fundraising events. This year we held two Radiothons 
– one in October 2019 and another in March 2020. Both events met their target and were a great boost to 
our funds. To mark the station’s 40th anniversary we launched the 40 Year Honour Board which was finalised 
at the end of 2019. I am pleased to say that we raised a total of $142,000 from the generous donors in three 
categories, Mozart, Bach and Schumann. The Honour Board will be mounted outside the studios now that the 
renovations are complete.

Thank you  
My sincere thanks to the hundreds of volunteers who give so much of their time and enthusiasm to this 
unique organisation. Their involvement is crucial to our success. Thank you to the Board for the support 
which has helped us through a year like no other in the history of the company. I also take this opportunity to 
thank the staff who have faced the challenges of this last year with good grace and determination. The 
outstanding financial result of the 2019 – 20 financial year is a testament to the team effort involved in this 
achievement. 

Gary Thorpe OAM, General Manager 

OUR ACTIVITIES – JULY 2019-JUNE 2020 

Operated three 24 hour a day radio stations, 4MBS Classic FM, MBS Light, Silver Memories 
Developed the Silver Memories App with support from Tim Fairfax 
National Young Virtuoso Award – sent 4MBS entrant to national final in Adelaide 
4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival – presented HAMLET in Sandgate, the Roma Street Parklands 
Amphitheatre and the Gasworks at Newstead 
4MBS Ross Peters Chamber Music Prize at the Queensland Conservatorium, Griffith University 
4MBS Musica Viva Sid Page Memorial Prize for Chamber Music at the UQ School of Music 
October 2019 and March 2020 Radiothons and Christmas Raffle very successful  
Classic Concerts Cruise to New Zealand with 5 Queensland musicians included an exclusive concert with 
New Zealand Opera in Auckland. 
Summer School in January 2020 resulted in several new announcers 
Virtual Festival of Classics – with the cancellation of the 4MBS Festival of Classics due to the pandemic we 
broadcast 10 programs on 4MBS replicating the concerts from our archives 
CBAA Awards finalist - International Jazz Day MBS Light live broadcast from the Brisbane Jazz Club 
Celebrated Queensland Day June 6 with all Queensland programming 
4MBS Concert Recording Team – recorded 20 concerts before the pandemic restrictions  
Commenced LIVE VIDEO STREAMING of concerts from the 4MBS Performance Studio 

The new FOYER and kitchenette  at 4MBS 



DETAILED  ANALYSIS  FOR YEAR ENDING 2020   

MATTERS REQUIRED BY AUSTRALIAN CHARITIES AND NOT FOR PROFITS COMMISSION 
1. Other Names used for trading

4MBS Classic FM, Silver Memories. MBS Light

2. Address for all correspondence

Email    gary.thorpe@4mbs.com.au
Postal   384 Old Cleveland Road,   Coorparoo QLD 4151 Australia

3. Charity Size for 2019

Medium

4. Main activity

Culture and Arts

5. Other activities

Aged Care Activities

6. Where conducted

Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria

7. Charities activities and outcomes have achieved purposes

We operated three broadcasting services – 4MBS – our classical radio station;  MBS light – our digital
light classics and Jazz station; Silver Memories our station for age care homes.  These three stations
provide access to music across several genres, making the great classics accessible 24 hours a day every
day.  We also produce two major arts festivals – The 4MBS Festival of Classics with more than 700 local
classical musicians and the 4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival that presented performances in four
Brisbane Suburbs. We recorded over 40 concerts and supported young performers through a range of
activities. We will continue with our services for 2019 unchanged.

8. Employees Fulltime 4, part time 5, casual 1

9. Volunteers 350,  Subscribers 2100, Company Members 91

Rob Morris and John McNaughton 
in Studio 2 

John Hawkins 
Presenting  IN QUIRES AND PLACES 

4MBS Chamber Prize Finalists 2019 
University of Queensland  

mailto:gary.thorpe@4mbs.com.au


Acknowledgements 

We are pleased to acknowledge the support of our subscribers, sponsors, philanthropic organisations and 

local, state and federal government departments.   Their support for our broadcasting and other activities is 

vital to the success of the organisation. 

In particular we are pleased to acknowledge support for the following projects 

2019 4MBS Brisbane Shakespeare Festival  – Brisbane City Council, Arts Queensland, Gasworks Newstead. 

2020 4MBS Festival of Classics  – Brisbane City Council, Qld Conservatorium of Music, Griffith University. 

Philanthropic support for Silver Memories from  - Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal,  Mazda 
Foundation, Arts Queensland and the Tim Fairfax Family Foundation, Rotary Club of Brisbane : Mid City, 
Queensland Community Foundation, Community Broadcasting Foundation.  

Other philanthropic support from  Arts Queensland Governance Grant, Google AdWords, Arts Qld 
Infrastructure Fund. 

How you can help 

You can support our arts activities by becoming a subscriber and/or making a donation to the 4MBS Fine 
Music Fund. 
The Music Broadcasting Society of Queensland Ltd.  is on the Register of Cultural Organisations and 
donations are tax-deductible.  
You can leave a bequest to 4MBS Classic FM. The General Manager is happy to provide appropriate 
wording for your will.  
Companies can support us through sponsorship – either through on-air programs or by sponsoring one of 
our Festivals or other arts projects.  Government and philanthropic organisations can support us through 

grants to assist us in our aims to Entertain, Educate, Engage and Employ.  

Looking to the future 

We will continue to develop a range of activities and events that will enhance the cultural life of our society. 
4MBS Classic FM   Through 4MBS Classic FM we will increase opportunities to collaborate with local 
performing arts organisations to support them in their cultural activities. 
MBS Light    Our digital service, MBS Light, will explore further opportunities for live broadcasts featuring 
local artists. 
Silver Memories    We are continuing to look at other technology to enable Silver Memories to be delivered in 
the home and other locations to help address the issues of social isolation and the effects of dementia. 
4MBS Festivals     We will continue to develop the 4MBS Festival of Classics as a platform for Queensland 
performers. We will also further develop opportunities for local performers through the 4MBS Brisbane 
Shakespeare Festival.   

Liz Thomas accompanying the Christmas Carols Reg Kingsford performing at the Christmas Party 



4MBS SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 2019 

OPERA DUETS 
Leslie Martin, Soprano, Ian Henderson, Tenor, 

Mark Connors, piano 

JOHN GRANGER FISHER 
Piano Concert 

KIDS’ CLASSIC SHAKESPEARE 
Actors and educators Nadine Kelly and Maxine 
Mellor brought their cauldron to Sandgate and 
New Farm libraries for an interactive 
introduction to Macbeth. 
Children donned witches hats to recite 
Shakespeare’s famous spell ‘Double Double, 
Toil and Trouble’, adding weird and wacky 
ingredients to the cauldron!  
They dressed up in costumes to recreate a 
short, child-friendly version of Macbeth, 
performing some of the lines and actions!  

LIVE STREAMED from the 4MBS PERFORMANCE STUDIO 

KIDS’ CLASSIC SHAKESPEARE 





 
 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Music Broadcasting Society of Queensland Ltd. 

384 Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo, Qld 4151 
Phone: 07 3847 1717 
www.4mbs.com.au 

4mbs@4mbs.com.au 
 

facebook.com/4MBSClassicFM 
twitter.com/4mbs 

instagram.com/4mbsclassicfm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 




